108          " PEACE WITHOUT INDEMNITIES . . ."

path of the High Command. Later in the conference,
both he and the Marshal pass intermittently into the easy
dozing of the old, leaving the burden of discussion to the
subordinates. This is what their subordinates expect of
them; Ludendorff, his Pour le Merite cross glittering at the
collar of his field-grey uniform, his absurdly small mouth
pursed above his bulging jaw and jowl, arrogant and
contemptuous of civilians, looks with dislike across the
table at Kuhlmann who, a little cynical, a little nonchalant,
succeeds in maintaining his dual personality of actor-
onlooker.

Ludendorfi presents vehemently the case of the Supreme
Command. It is vitally necessary to the safety of the
Empire that the " German Solution " of the Polish ques-
tion be adopted and a " protective belt" established along
the new frontier. In addition, Courland and Lithuania
must be established in personal union with the German
Crown. The Eussians must be taken at their word and
should be asked to evacuate Estonia and Livonia in order
that the inhabitants of these provinces might exercise the
right of self-determination. It is not said, but it is implied,
that they will be persuaded to determine themselves in
the right way.

The Kaiser till now has favoured the " Austrian Solu-
tion " for Poland, but he is always influenced by the latest
speaker, and he now swings about and endorses the views
of the High Command. The " German Solution " it shall
be, and as for the Baltic Provinces, he will accept them in
personal union with the Crown of Prussia or with the
German Empire, provided the Federal Princes agree.

The Chancellor concurs in the majority opinion. Kuhl-
mann is alone.

Alone, but not silent. With a greater issue in his mind,
he repeats his dislike of the policy of the High Command
and reiterates his belief that the question of the future of
the Eastern Provinces should be left open. One point he